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It’s good to worship with you again this morning … to come together and to once again open up our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the GOSPEL, and how God longs for the GOSPEL to make a difference in our lives and in the world.  In the nine verses we’ll spend time in this morning … MARK 12:35-44, Jesus questions, warns, and instructs us about some practical things that all of us have to deal with in life.

Gang, this with-God life God invites us into is a spiritual journey, not just a destination.  We stake steps forward, and we take steps backward.  But the more we keep our eyes on God the Father, on God the Son, Jesus Christ, and on God the Holy Spirit, the more consistent our with-God life will become.

Sometimes in this journey with God, God seems ACTIVE, PRESENT, and SPEAKING … and other times God seems INACTIVE, DISTANT, QUIET, or even SILENT … and these two sides of the coin of can be true whether we’ve chosen to stay in step with God, or whether we’ve chosen to get out of step with Him, because God is always pursuing us, even when we’re running away from Him.  You know what I’m talking about.  I know that you’ve sensed God’s presence and God’s involved in your life even when you weren’t giving Him the time of day.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

Sometimes God seems ACTIVE, PRESENT, and SPEAKING and sometimes God seems INACTIVE, DISTANT, QUIET, or even SILENT.  But when we take the time to be still before God, He will always assure us of His presence and of the reality that our faith in Him is real, not imaginary, and that He will never leave us or forsake us.

This brings to mind some words the Jewish King Jehoshaphat prayed in SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12 while He was in a very difficult situation … and when he needed God’s wisdom to come to light in him and flow out through him to the people under his care during a chapter of his life when the madness and folly of sin and brokenness seemed like it had the strength to trump God’s presence and provision in their lives.

SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12 (PARAPHRASE)

12 We don’t have the resources or the strength to stand against this great company of enemies coming against us.  We don’t know what to do.  But right here, right now, and in this present moment we are making the solid choice to keep our eyes on You no matter what.

In MARK 12:35-37 Jesus asks everybody who’s still around … probably His disciples and some of His other followers who’d hung around since He’d come into Jerusalem two days before, and probably some Pharisees, and some Sadducees who hadn’t run off yet – and since Jesus references the scribes here too, there were probably some of them within earshot, as Jesus is still right outside the Temple, near an area called THE WOMAN’S COURT, quotes PSALM 110:1 and asks how the Messiah can be both the SON of David and the LORD of David?  An interesting question.

MARK 12:35-37 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

35 And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the Temple, “How is it that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?
36 David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 
“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET.”’
37 David himself calls Him [the Messiah] “Lord”; so in what sense is He [the Messiah] also his son?”  And the large crowd enjoyed listening to Him.  [emphasis added]

Again, let’s remember the time-frame of these verses before us today:  It’s still Tuesday of the final week of Jesus Christ’s earthly life and ministry, and Jesus has been in and around the Temple teaching people, and fielding questions and challenges from the various Jewish Religious Leaders assembled there.

The term “in the Temple” doesn’t refer to the Temple Sanctuary itself because only priests were allowed to minister there.  But the Temple area included a number of porches and courts.  One area called The Women’s Court was designated especially for women, and included the Temple Treasury (cf., MARK 12:41).  All Jews, male and female were permitted in The Women’s Court, so it wasn’t exclusively reserved for women – sorry ladies!  The Women’s Court was the largest of the Temple Courts, and was always bustling with activity, including dancing, singing and music.

Another area just for men was called The Men’s Court.  And Gentiles, that is all “non Jews” could view the Temple from one of the other various outer areas.  Ironically, even Jesus couldn’t enter the Temple Sanctuary because He was from the line of Judah and wasn’t a priest in the line of Levitical line of Aaron.

v. 37 … And the large crowd enjoyed listening to Him … Can you imagine being able to hear Jesus Christ actually teach the Bible?  I’ve heard some preachers and teachers in person, on the radio, on the Internet, and on CD that I love listening to … men and women I could listen to, and have listened to teach for hundreds of hours.

My favorites include Steve Gregg, Brenda Salter McNeal, Bob Yandian, Burt Smith, Kay Arthur, Jon Courson, and Chuck Smith.  But man, I tell you, I can’t want to hear Jesus Christ Himself teach us face-to-face in heaven.  I’m going to take my Bible, a notebook, and a pen with lots of ink in it and be on the front row.

When Jesus asked these questions here He’s speaking of Himself as the Messiah.  And there were some people in the audience who believed that He was the Messiah, and so they were already convinced.  But Jesus knew there were people there that day who hadn’t yet connected with the truth of Who He was, and that He’d stepped out of heaven so that He could step into their lives, that His single purpose in life was to redeem the world back into right relationship and fellowship with God.

Remember, that whenever the scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, or the members of the Sanhedrin, came to Jesus with questions, their agenda was almost always to try and make Him look bad or to get Him between a rock and a hard place.  But the amazing thing is that Jesus didn’t do the same thing when He asked them questions; instead He always got to the heart of the matter and asked something significant and focused like “Do you really know who I Am?”
 
The scribes, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, or the members of the Sanhedrin, read ISAIAH 53, one of the most well-known and studied passages in The Old Testament that prophetically speaks about the Messiah – and in that chapter Isaiah called the Messiah a suffering Messiah, and when they read those words they struggled to figure out how Isaiah’s picture of a suffering Messiah fit with their idea of the Messiah being a conquering, militaristic king.  And in their effort to reconcile these diametrically opposed views, some of the Jewish Religious Leaders taught that there would be two Messiahs … one to suffer for the Jews, and a second one to conquer the Romans.

But the bottom line was that the Jewish Religious Leaders thought they knew just about everything there was to know about the Messiah – and so Jesus challenges their supposed expertise as He asks them to consider that there still might be some truths that they might not know – or some things that they might be wrong about.

v. 36 … David himself said in the Holy Spirit, ‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, “SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET.”’  The truth of the matter is that Jesus is the Son of David, and Jesus is the Lord of David.  Listen to how the Apostle John explains this reality of Jesus’ DUAL ROLE in REVELATION 22:16, quoting Jesus Himself … 

REVELATION 22:16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches.  I am BOTH the ROOT and the DESCENDANT of David … ” [emphasis added]

And with this question Jesus challenges the Jewish Religious Leaders, asking them “How much of the truth about the Messiah do you really understand?  How much madness and folly have you bought into … and much wisdom do you have?”

The Pharisees had preconceptions of the Messiah being of earthly origin, a princely conquering king.  And, it was these preconceptions that caused them to miss that the clear implications of Scripture’s teaching that the Messiah absolutely had to be divine in origin, AND ALSO a descendant of King David, in order to fulfill the covenant promises made between God and David in SECOND SAMUEL 7:8-17.

Again, it’s important to remember that Jesus is asking a question here about His own nature.  Many Christian theologians refer to this reality that Jesus Christ is totally God and totally man – 100% God and 100% man as hypostatic union … as the fusing of two natures, divine and human, that are found in Jesus Christ.  This reality is also often referred to as the incarnation (in carné | in the flesh), which is the common theological term describing this central Christian doctrine of Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, the union of God and the union of man in the single person of Jesus Christ.

So when the Jewish Religious Leaders heard Jesus quote this verse and ask them this question, they must have thought that Jesus had come with the contradiction of the century – and yet Jesus was challenging them to change their thinking about the Messiah.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON this morning …

FAITH LESSON

Followers of Jesus Christ on the journey to maturity in Him, are always open to learning more truth … but always within the light and the parameters of the whole counsel of God as revealed in the Bible.

 And now, in vv. 38-40 Jesus gives another warning about the hypocrisy of the scribes … something He’d done quite often over the past three years of His public life and ministry (cf., the EIGHT WOES in MATTHEW 23).
 
The scribes were the “Bible Scholars” of Jesus’ day.  They’d gone to Bible College and were entrusted with keeping, knowing, and teaching the Word of God to the Jews.  Imagine a pastor-teacher also being a lawyer, and you’ve got a pretty good picture of the role of a scribe in New Testament Jewish culture.  Scribes were the ones the Jews should have been able to trust – and yet Jesus says here to beware of the scribes.  The scribes, as Jesus describes them here, represent a complete 180° picture of what He expects and desires His disciples to be like …

	JESUS EXPECTS US TO BE	THE SCRIBES WERE 

Compassionate servants,	Harsh, religious taskmasters,
serving God and others 	expecting more from others than 
	from themselves
			
Humble, teachable, honest,	Arrogant, immature, spiritually-
spiritually-growing, children	stalled people, dishonestly 
of God	masquerading as adults
	
Carriers of Jesus’ cross,	Proudly believing their own good
confidently accepting Jesus’	works make them acceptable to 
work for them	God			
		
In vv. 38-40 Jesus tells His listeners (including no doubt some scribes) five very specific reasons why He’d had it up to here with the scribes and with any modern-day Christian leaders who make the choice to follow in their footsteps.

MARK 12:38-40a (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

38 In His teaching He was saying:  “Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes, and like respectful greetings in the market places,
39 and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets,
40a who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers; these will receive greater condemnation.”

FIRST, the scribes liked wearing long robes … maybe this meant that the scribes were men of leisure, who liked to watch while others worked.  Undoubtedly, scribes had become known for their excesses, instead of for their compassionate obedience to God.  In MATTHEW 23:5, Jesus said, scribes made the blue tassels on the ends of their robes longer and longer in an effort to make themselves appear more spiritual.

Although this exact practice hasn’t carried over into the Christian church today, this same false-measurement of spirituality is manifested in other ways.  Some churches watch the length, or the cut of your hair, or the length of your dress, or the veil on your head, or the label of your suit and tie, as ways to judge a person’s spiritual devotion and fitness.  Different garments, same garbage.  Jesus said, beware of them … and I believe that today Jesus is also telling us to stay far away from this same kind of craziness that can creep into the church.

SECOND, the scribes loved greetings … maybe this meant that the scribes demanded recognition from others for their walk with God, and loved it when others viewed them as holy men, Rabbi’s, or teachers.  It seems as though the Scribes loved the titles people gave them more than the spiritual callings God intended their titles to simply describe.  The scribes also loved knowing that everywhere they went people heard them being greeted by these titles.

Today, we still have spiritual leaders in Christianity who insist on calling themselves “Reverend So And So” or “The Most Highly Exalted This or That”.  Sickening.  Jesus said, beware of them … and I believe that today He’s telling you and me to also stay away from this false elevation of people.

THIRD, the scribes loved the best seats in the synagogue and at banquets … maybe this meant that the scribes were quick to demand the perks of status and privilege.  And Jesus said, beware of them.  The best seats in the synagogues, or the chief seats as they were often called, were those directly across from the case called the ark, that held the Torah scrolls – or the copies of God’s Word written on vellum, which was a thinly stretched and treated animal skin, most often from a sheep.

At most Jewish banquets and festivals, seating was set up in a horseshoe shape with the host sitting at the right corner, and the best seats, or the seats of honor at the right hand of the host.  These chief seats, which often had the appearance of thrones, have unfortunately found their way into many church platforms today.  Oftentimes today, churches have transformed this practice into giving reserved parking spaces for the pastor and his or her high-ranking assistants.  Terrible.  Jesus said, beware of them … and I believe that today He’s telling us to also stay away from this ranking of some people within His body as more important than others.

FOURTH, the scribes devoured the houses of widows … maybe this meant that the scribes openly took advantage of widows … or of others within the flock or within society who were weak and vulnerable … wrangling “donations” out of the very people who could least afford to give them, but who also had little or no voice in their culture … all in the name of being spiritually superior.

Evidently, in Jesus’ day, when a woman's husband died, she could very realistically run the risk of falling prey to religious people trying to convince her to sponsor their religious endeavors … swallowing whole whatever inheritance she might have received.  It sounds like little has changed in this regard in the past 2,000 years … because sad that today, this still goes on through the likes of many of the churches and televangelists whose names we’re far-too-familiar with.  Jesus said, beware of them … and I believe that today He’s telling us to watch out for the needs of the least of these within our flock and in our society, making sure that they’re not taken advantage of in any way, large or small.

And FIFTH, the scribes loved praying long prayers … maybe this meant that the scribes’ relationship with God was MORE SHOW THAN SUBSTANCE.  I like the clarification the illustration of 19th and 20th-Century British pastor and teacher G. Campbell Morgan brings to this situation in his commentary on MARK …

“When a husband is away from his wife, and the journey is short, his letters are short.  The farther he is from his wife, the longer the letters become.  Some people must be a long way from God because their prayers are so long!”

In FIRST THESSALONIANS 5:17 the Apostle Paul admonishes followers of Jesus Christ to pray without ceasing … but what Jesus is speaking out against is different than what Paul was challenging us to do.  Jesus is condemning long prayers for appearance's sake.  And yet this unfortunately still happens today.  I love the instruction Jesus gave us about praying in MATTHEW 6:5-6 …

MATTHEW 6:5-6 (THE MESSAGE)

5-6 And when you come before God, don’t turn that into a theatrical production either.  All these people making a regular show out of their prayers, hoping for stardom!  Do you think God sits in a box seat?  Here’s what I want you to do:  Find a quiet, secluded place so you won’t be tempted to role-play before God.  Just be there as simply and honestly as you can manage.  The focus will shift from you to God, and you will begin to sense His grace.

Gang, believe me when I tell you that God sees long, gimmicky praying as despicable … and yet these shenanigans continue making their way into the church.  So let’s commit, here and now, that we aren’t going to fall prey to these kinds of false, spiritual traps and snares.  Jesus said, beware of them … and I believe that we need to listen to His commands.  And I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON
True intercessors and prayer warriors aren’t known by the length of their prayers, but by their compassion and by the depth of their consistent and sacrificial obedience to Jesus Christ in all areas of their lives.

And then Jesus ends v. 40 by saying …

MARK 12:40b (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

40b … these will receive greater condemnation.”

In other words, because of their actions, God’s judgment toward the scribes (and I believe, toward the churches and the Christians today who follow in their footsteps) will be harsher than His judgment toward many others.  Note to self, right?

MARK 12:41-42 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums.
42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.

After identifying the five ways Jesus was frustrated and ticked off at the scribes, the sight of this nearly penniless widow coming into the Temple Treasury and doing the right thing … showing herself as an extravagant lover of God … this must have been a wonderful sight for Jesus to see.

The Greek word for treasury is gazo-phula-kion, which literally means “a repository of treasure.”  There were thirteen chests pushed up against the wall in The Women’s Court … and each of these thirteen chests had a funnel that looked kind of like the trumpet or the horn from an old phonograph or Victrola attached to it.  In Jewish culture, the NUMBER 13 SYMBOLIZED CLEANSING AND PURITY.

People would come up to the gazo-phula-kion and drop their coins into these trumpet-like receptacles on the 13 chests, and they’d roll down inside.  And v. 41 says Jesus was observing people while they were doing this.  We like our privacy when it comes to money and giving.  But evidently Jesus is watching what the people are doing, even pointing out to others what He was seeing.

Evidently there were so many people at the Temple Treasury’s offering box that there was a line.  But gang, here’s the deal:  Just like Jesus observed what each person gave that day, He looks at you and me when we give.  He can’t help but notice how much we give (I mean, He’s God and He sees everything), but JESUS IS WAY MORE INTERESTED IN HOW WE GIVE THAN IN WHAT WE GAVE.

Jesus wasn’t looking, then or now, at anybody’s GIVING TECHNIQUE … how the coins roll off of our fingers with a disciplined flick of the wrist.  JESUS IS LOOKING AT OUR HEARTS AND AT OUR MOTIVES.  MARK 12:42 tells us this poor widow gave two small copper coins … so in today’s terms how much was that?  Let me clear this up …

Some translations refer to these two copper coins as mites … and two mites equal one quadrans.  A single denarius, which was the going rate for one day’s work, was equal to six meahs, one meah was equal to two pondion, one pondion equaled two issarines, and one issarine equaled eight mites.

How’s that for clearing everything up?  While researching the coinage used in New Testament times this week I was reminded of when the Bible talked about measuring manna in EXODUS 16:36, where it says that an omer is one-tenth of ephah!  Right!  Hey Moses, thanks for clearing that up for us!  But when you figure it out, two mites are 1% of a denarius, or 1% of one day’s work.  In other words, two mites was pretty small change.

A couple of weeks ago, Oregon State Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian, announced that in 2012, Oregon’s minimum wage would be $8.50 an hour.  $8.50 x 8 hours equals $68.00 and 1% of $68.00 is .68 cents.  So based on that, what this poor widow put into the Temple Treasury that day while Jesus watched her was equal to about 68 cents.

In vv. 42 & 43 Jesus mentions this woman was a poor widow, not just a widow … and the emphatic tone of His words probably mean that when looking at her she was poverty-stricken and looked like she was wasting away.  Who would have blamed this poor widow if she’d kept back one or two mites for herself?  I mean seriously.  But instead, she gave to God with a generosity that’s literally mind-blowing … listen to how Jesus describes here gift in vv. 43-44 …

MARK 12:43-44 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury;
44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”

Notice Jesus doesn’t say this poor widow put in more than any one of the other givers that day.  He says she gave more than all of them.  Man, I love that!  She gave sacrificially when all the others simply gave out of their abundance … implying that they just skimmed a little bit off the top to try and look good.

Why do you think this widow was so poor?  Because she was a widow, we know that she didn’t have a husband to help support her.  But I believe it’s also significant that Jesus just railed on the scribes as those who devoured the houses of widows.  And now, just after that condemnation, this poor widow makes a incredible contribution.  Had her house just been devoured by the scribes?  We’ll probably never know.  But I wouldn’t doubt it.

The offering of the poor widow here and Jesus’ commentary on it also shows us that the value of a gift is determined BY WHAT IT COST THE GIVER; and in fact, this is indeed the very thing made the widow’s gift so valuable.  Gang, listen to me, God doesn’t NEED OUR MONEY.  I mean, seriously, if God NEEDED OUR MONEY, THEN HOW MUCH WE GIVE WOULD BE MORE IMPORTANT THAN WHERE OUR HEART IS IN GIVING.  And that’s clearly not the case.  Oh friends, do you see what a privilege and an honor it is give to back over to God what He’s entrusted to us … primarily because it’s good for us, and not because it’s good for God?  This principle reminds me of what King David said in SECOND SAMUEL 24:24 …

SECOND SAMUEL 24:24b (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

24b I will not present burnt offerings to the LORD my God that have cost me nothing.

The giving of this poor widow challenges our common thinking – the thinking that maybe you’ve bought into at one time or another in your life – I know I sure have … it’s the kind of thinking that says … “I’ll give more to God when I have more” or “I’ll give sacrificially to God when He gives me more, but until then I can’t afford to.”

This poor widow HAD VIRTUALLY NOTHING … in the economy of any culture, by the measuring stick of any bank, and by the standard of any class system, this woman was the poorest of the poor, and yet she was a giver.  And friends, I hope you see what this means … that it’s a blatant illustration from the pages of God’s Word, and from this story in MARK, that WE CAN ALL PLEASE GOD WITH OUR GIVING JUST AS MUCH AS THE RICHEST PERSON CAN PLEASE GOD WITH THEIR GIVING.  Because WHAT-EVER and WHEN EVER WE GIVE SACRIFICIALLY TO GOD, HE SEES IT AND IS PLEASED.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON

The value of a gift to God [or to anyone else for that matter] is determined by the spirit in which it is given.  God loves cheerful givers and doesn’t want grudgingly given money, or guilt money.

I can’t help but wonder if Jesus looked at this precious poor widow and somehow saw Himself?  In three more days, He’d offer everything He had, including the clothes off His back, and even His very life, as He became the final sacrifice necessary for the forgiveness of sin by surrendering to the will of God the Father and going to the cross.  JESUS DIDN’T HOLD BACK HIS TWO COPPER COINS.  So let’s not hold back what He’s entrusted to us.

ILLUSTRATION … This past week Teresa and I were cleaning out our garage and so of course I had to make a run to Goodwill and the recycling place out on Wynooski.  I had some cans to return, and while I usually give them to our Mexico Work & Witness year-round can drive, I had a clear leading to run by Fred Meyer and put them through their constantly jamming machines.  I wasn’t quite sure why I was being led to do this, but I put them in the car and took off.

When pulling into the Fred Meyer lot I didn’t see 2nd Streeter Gabi Molina and her friend Madison, run up behind me – and before I got out of the car they came up to my window and scared the snot out of me.  Which of course, was their goal!  Gabi is an 8th-grader and she lives in the neighborhood behind Fred Meyer with her dad and mom, Kevin and Michelle Jones, and her sisters Suzi and Sami, and her brother Kaleb.

After Gabi introduced me to Madison and told me that she’d been coming with her to church and youth group for a while, I asked the two of them if they’d like to help me “do the cans” and told them that I’d give them to receipts.  “Okay God, now I know how come You wanted me to come here today.”  But I didn’t have a clue.

After we were done, I gave Gabi the receipts and figured that she and Madison would go into Fred Meyer and buy a soda or something.  But after getting into my car, I looked back and saw Gabi giving the receipts to an elderly man in really beat up clothes who’d been hanging out around the bottle-return area and going through people’s castoffs.  My car window was rolled down and I heard Gabi say, “God bless you” as she and Madison ran off.  I waved them over to the car and thanked them for what they’d done and Gabi said, “I think he needed the money more than we do.”

Well done Gabi and Madison.  You gave selflessly and cheerfully.  You gave something that cost you something to the “least of these.”

Money has become a pretty sensitive issue in the church over the past 2,000 years.  And from the 1980s until now I think we can thank greedy televangelists for much of the discomfort, confusion, and frustration that comes to mind when the topic comes up in conversation, in our individual reading and studying of God’s Word, or in a setting like this morning where God’s Word is being taught publicly.

But regardless of what those yahoos have propagated with their lies and deception, please trust me when I tell you that to God it’s never matters HOW MUCH WE GIVE … but that again, what matters is HOW WE GIVE.  I love what the Apostle Paul wrote about this to the people in the early church in the Greek town of Corinth.

SECOND CORINTHIANS 9:6-7 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

6-7 What I mean is this:  The one who sows a small number of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the one who sows a generous amount of seeds will also reap a generous crop.  Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart.  They shouldn’t give with hesitation or because of pressure.  God loves a cheerful giver.

The Greek word cheerful is hilaros … the root word from which we get the English word hilarious.  Gang, God wants us to give to Him hilariously!  If you can’t give money to God with a hilarious, cheerful heart, then do God a favor and don't bother to give it at all – because your gift isn’t going to be a blessing to Him, and more than likely it will cause bitterness and resentment to grow and take root in your heart.

Our giving must be hilarious, because God wants it – no matter how big or how small – to be an act of thanksgiving and joy.  It is about joyfully giving thanks, knowing that God’s the One Who has always taken care of you - in the hard times and the good times … and He's the One Who’s always made sure you have what you need.

You might be thinking, “Well that’s all well and good, but that poor widow just gave away her last two copper coins survive, how did she survive?”  Excellent question.  Think back with me to the three principles we’ve seen several times now in our study of MARK 12 …

1. God is the owner of all.
2. God entrusts us with resources to use for His glory, not our own.
3. Someday God will come back and ask us what we’ve done with the resources He’s entrusted us with.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gang, every penny we have, God has supplied.  And the more generous, open-handed, and hilarious we are with God's money, the more God feels free to entrust us with.  It is up you and me to be faithful with what God entrusts to us.  And it’s up to God to make sure that He provides sufficiently for us according to His riches.

Please don’t misunderstand me.  I’m not saying that if you’re a maturing Christian you’ll open up your checkbook and write a check to the church for the balance of what is in their account, and that if you’re a disobedient Christian you’ll just keep all your marbles to yourself.  What I’m saying is that what Jesus most wants you and me to put in the offering, IS US, IS OURSELVES, IS OUR VERY SELVES.  Because when WE’RE WHAT’S IN THE OFFERING PLATE, THEN GOD IS ABLE TO DIRECT ALL OF WHAT WE OWN – OUR FINANCES, OUR TIME, OUR DESIRES, AND OUR LIVES.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

NEXT SUNDAY GREGG LAMM WILL TEACH THROUGH MARK 13:1-12.  INVITE SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO ISN’T YET PART OF A CHURCH FAMILY TO JOIN YOU … AND COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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… 

and other times God seems 

INACTIVE

, 

DISTANT

, 

QUIET

, or even 

SI

LENT

 

… 

and these 

two sides of the coin of can be true whether we’ve chosen to stay in step with God, 

or whether we’ve chosen to get out of step with Him, because God is always pursuing 

us, even when we’re running away from Him.  You know what I’m talking a

bout.  I 

know that you’ve sensed God’s presence and God’s involved in your life even when 

you weren’t giving Him the time of day.  

And I see our 

FIRST

 

FAITH LESSON

 

here 

…

 

 

FAITH LESSON

 

 

Sometimes God seems 

ACTIVE

, 

PRESENT

, and 

SPEAKING

 

and 

sometimes God se

ems 

INACTIVE

, 

DISTANT

, 

QUIET

, or even 

SILENT

.  

But when 

we take the time to be still before God, He will always 

assure us of His presence and of the reality that our faith in Him is 

real, not imaginary, and that He will never leave us or forsake us.

 

 

This 

brings to mind some words the Jewish King Jehoshaphat prayed in 

SECOND 

CHRONICLES 20:12

 

while He was in a very difficult situation … and when he needed 

God’s wisdom to come to light in him and flow out through him to the people under 

his care during a chap

ter of his life when the madness and folly of sin and brokenness 

seemed like it had the strength to trump God’s presence and provision in their lives.

 

 

SECOND CHRONICLES 20:12

 

(PARAPHRASE

)

 

 

12

 

W

e 

don’t have the resources or the strength 

to stand ag

ainst th

is 

great company of enemies c

oming against us. 

 

We don’t know what to 

do.  B

ut 

right here, right now, and in this present moment we are 

making the solid choice to keep 

our eyes 

on

 

You

 

no matter what

.

 

 

In 

MARK 12:35

-

37

 

Jesus

 

asks everybody who’s still aroun

d … probably His disciples 

and some of His other followers who’d hung around since He’d come into Jerusalem 

